April 2015

Volume IX, No. 2

Among Friends
EDITOR’S MESSAGE

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

BRANCH
MANAGER’S
MESSAGE

by Joan Schwartzman

by Marion Damick
I’m writing this as we face
“changing of the clocks” (or
spring forward) and while
the sun is shining brightly through my east
window, the ground is still covered with deep
snow and the temperature is still below
freezing. Where is Spring? Ha! There’s still
another week to go, as Gus the groundhog
forecast. But it’s been a miserable winter, no
argument, except from avid skiers, who
loved it. My subject, tho, is patience – you
knew that, didn’t you? We can’t wait for
anything. We must have the latest whatever
– and soon. The stores start exhibiting
things a full month before a holiday. Easter
and Passover aren’t until April, but the stores
are already full of matzoh and Easter
bunnies and eggs.
I’m just saying – enjoy each day for what it
is; take time to say “hello”; spend time just
day-dreaming – and read, read, read. Spring
will come – and summer – and fall. Let’s be
thankful.
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Marion Damick
Joan Schwartzman
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President
Vice President
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The Annual Meeting on May 17 will feature
election of officers for the next year.
Nominations from the floor are also welcome.

The best kind of rain, of course, is a
cozy rain. This is the kind the
anonymous medieval poet makes me
remember, the rain that falls on a day
when you'd just as soon stay in bed a
little longer, write letters or read a
good book by the fire, take early tea
with hot scones and jam and look out
the streaked window with complacency.

“Spring has returned. The
earth is like a child that
knows poems.”
Rainer Maria Rilke 1875-1926

National Poetry Month was founded in
April 1996 by the Academy of
American Poets and is celebrated each
April. There are many ways that you
can participate in National Poetry
Month. One way is to observe
“National Poem in Your Pocket Day”
on April 30. The idea is simple; select a
poem you love, carry it with you, and
share it with coworkers, family, and
friends. Our own Squirrel Hill Library
has many books of poetry so you can
find different poems that will appeal
to you. Good luck!

Everyone’s Invited to the
Monthly Friends’ Meetings
Saturday, April 11, 10 AM
Sunday, May 17, 2 PM
(annual meeting/program)
Saturday, June 6, 10 AM

WELCOME, NEW MEMBER
Bruce Klotz

“If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything
you need.”
Marcus Tullius Cicero

We have everything you need right here at
our location! Did you know that we have a
beautiful garden? We are so fortunate to
have this charming outdoor space as part of
our library. I call it our “Secret Garden”
because many of our patrons don’t know it
is there. It’s not hard to find; just venture
through our Children’s Area to the doors in
the back, and there it is!
We have two small raised beds for growing
herbs, flowers, and a few weeds; two potted
cherry tomato plants; and a compost bin.
And this year, thanks to the Friends of the
Squirrel Hill Library, we will have picnic
tables, trash cans, and bird feeders to create
a more inviting space.
So please take the time to discover and
enjoy our garden. Bring a good book from
our collection, and you’ll have everything
you need.

Annual Meeting and Program .
Sunday, May 17, at 2 PM in the Main Meeting Room
After a brief business meeting and election of officers,
the Friends of the Squirrel Hill Library will present

The Fancy Pants
Quartet

Classic Barbershop
with a twist

(left to right) Carol Bonner
(lead), Molly May (baritone),
Katie Roemele (tenor) and
Tammy Herb (bass)

Fate brought the foursome
together in March 2013 and a
love for both harmony and each
other keeps it going strong!

Susan Allen Toth, 1940ends

-

by Jody Bell

Refreshments will follow.
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Children’s Department Happenings
by Rebecca O’Connell, Children’s Librarian

Sam is a race car driver. He excels at being first, but are some things more important than winning? Find
out in Number One Sam by Greg Pizzoli. Number One Sam is this year’s selection for the One Book, Every
Young Child Program. Join us on April 14th at 10:30 or at 11:30 for a special Terrific Tales for Toddlers
storytime featuring the book…and receive a free copy to take home.
Reading together, singing together, sharing rhymes and stories, playing imaginative
games – these are all indispensable to early learning. The One Book, Every Young Child
program raises awareness and provides opportunities for grown-ups to foster children’s
literacy development.
Throughout the month of April, all over Pennsylvania, storytimes in libraries and
classrooms will feature Number One Sam, as well as enriching activities based on the
book. The Friends of the Squirrel Hill Library have generously contributed $2,000 so that
families attending Number One Sam storytimes throughout the entire city can receive a
free copy of the book to keep.
Meet the Author and see the fantastic new Hazelwood Library at 5006 Second Avenue: Philadelphia author and illustrator
Greg Pizzoli will read Number One Sam at the Hazelwood Library on Thursday, April 23 at 10:00 AM.
For more opportunities to participate in a One Book Every Young Child storytime, see carnegielibrary.org/kids. For more about
the One Book Every Young Child initiative, see paonebook.org. For more about Greg Pizzoli, see gregpizzoli.virb.com.
The staff of the Children's Room is thinking warm thoughts
as we start preparing for this year's Kids' Summer Reading.
The theme this year is Every Hero Has a Story! We're
planning many summertime programs. Signup for Kids'
Summer Reading begins on Sunday, June 7 from 12:005:00 at the Summer Reading Extravaganza held outside
the Main Library in Oakland. You can also visit Squirrel Hill
or any other Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh after June 7 to
get your materials and start reading to earn book prizes.

Pictures from the June 2014 Extravaganza

The prestigious Newbery and Caldecott awards were announced this past February. The Newbery Medal winner for 2015 is
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander. The Newbery Honor books were El Deafo by Cece Bell and Brown Girl Dreaming by
Jacqueline Woodson. The Caldecott Medal winner for 2015 is The Adventures of Beekle: the Unimaginary Friend, written and
illustrated by Dan Santat. Caldecott Honor books are Nana in the City, written and illustrated by Lauren Castillo; The Noisy
Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky’s Abstract Art, illustrated by Mary GrandPré, written by Barb Rosenstock; Sam
and Dave Dig a Hole, illustrated by Jon Klassen, written by Mac Barnett; Viva Frida, written and illustrated by Yuyi Morales; The
Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus, illustrated by Melissa Sweet, written by Jen Bryant; and This One Summer, illustrated by
Jillian Tamaki, written by Mariko Tamaki. To read more about these titles and awards, visit our website at
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/kids/books/awardwinners.cfm.

More Children’s Department Happenings
by Jessica Appleman, Children’s Library Assistant

Spring is in the air and in a few short weeks volunteers and staff will begin planting the Library garden! Last year, we
introduced Little Green Thumbs, a garden program for preschoolers and their grown-ups. Every
Monday after Preschool Pals storytime, we gathered outside in the garden to water, weed, and
harvest the fresh herbs and veggies. We also learned about observing the diversity of life in the
garden -- from wiggly worms to butterflies and buzzing bumblebees. At the end of each program,
children were encouraged to take home a bag of herbs and a recipe to try out with their grown-up.
This year during our school-age Gardening Thyme programs, the Children’s staff will offer a variety
of engaging garden-themed activities. Every Wednesday in April will feature a story, activity, and
craft celebrating the joys of gardening! Children in grades K-5 will have the opportunity to make silly
vegetable prints, plant and decorate a Grass Head Buddy, watch an amazing worm race, build a
moss terrarium, celebrate Arbor Day, and create fairy houses in the Library garden.
If you’re interested in volunteering in the Library garden, please contact
Volunteer Services at volunteers@carnegielibrary.org.
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Isabella harvests scallions
in 2014 during a Little
Green Thumbs program
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News from Teen Services
by Madeleine Siegel

Starting in April, we have an exciting new program coming to Squirrel Hill. Partnering with the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council, we will be hosting a four-week long Teen Reading Lounge (TRL).
TRL is a unique spin on a book club, exclusively for teens ages 11-18. Unlike traditional book clubs, the
TRL is interactive, combining book discussion, innovative and hands-on projects, and collaboration.
TRL has two main goals – engage our teens in an out-of-school learning environment, and foster a love of literature and the arts.
Furthermore, the TRL program emphasizes reading comprehension, sharing opinions, and interpersonal relationships. One of the most
exciting aspects of the program is that each participant will get copies of the 3 books selected for the book discussion to take home and
keep.
In addition to the literary aspect of TRL, there is an emphasis on the creative and artistic. In order to engage teens with a variety of
interests, the program includes an artist facilitator. Here at Squirrel Hill our artist facilitator will be
Samantha McDonough, who has a wide range of experience working with teenagers in an artistic
capacity. Recently Samantha was a summer art instructor at Boyd Community Center, an Artist in
Residence at Arsenal Middle School and Brashear High School, and a Children’s Studio Educator at the
Carnegie Museum of Art.
We will have four consecutive sessions on Wednesdays: April 22, April 29, May 6, and May 13 from
4:00-6:00 pm. This program was made possible in part due to funding from our Friends group. We are
so grateful for their continued support of our programming for teens.
Summer Reading is just around the corner and we are busy thinking about and planning new and exciting programs. The theme this year is
Unmasked and we will be channeling our inner superheroes and celebrating heroes from around the world. Sign up for Teen Summer
Reading at Extravaganza on Sunday, June 7 from 12-5 pm at the Main Library in Oakland. You can also visit us at Squirrel Hill beginning
on June 8th to get your folder and start reading!
The Friends of the Squirrel Hill Library provided funds to purchase new furniture for our teen space. We added a table and several different
types of seating:
Lounge seating —
doubles as a chair
and a desk!

Art at the
Squirrel Hill
Library

Coffee table
with room for board
game storage!

Introducing
Angela Wiley

Drop stools — great
for sitting around the
coffee table, playing
board games!

We'd like to introduce Angela Wiley, who is a new part-time
children's and teen librarian. She has worked several places
at the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and we're thrilled to
have her join us. Angela has these three fun facts to share:

Coming up:

Be sure to stop by our teen space this spring for our Tuesday
Teen Scene
program (dozens
(weekly,of3:30
to 5:00
). to
1. I cannot
do a cartwheel
people
have PM
tried
teach me).
April: Holly Wayne
2. I am the only left handed person in my family.
mixed media
3. I write at least one snail mail letter a week to friends who
live far away.

May: Milestone group
very mixed

The Squirrel Hill Adult Book Discussion Group

June: Sherri Roberts
fabric
We have artists scheduled through
January, 2016!
If you are interested in
exhibiting after that, contact
Marion Damick, 412-521-3075.

meets at 1:00 PM on the fourth Thursday of the month. All are welcome.
April 23

Savage Harvest: A Tale of Cannibals, Colonialism, and Michael
Rockefeller's Tragic Quest for Primitive Art
by Carl Hoffman

May 28

The Romanov Sisters: The Lost Lives of the Daughters of Nicholas
and Alexandra
by Helen Rappaport

June 25

Lawrence in Arabia
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Adult Programs
by Aisha Hallman

Genre Book Club third Wednesday of the month at 6:00.
April 16 the suspenseful The Lock Artist by Steve Hamilton
May 20 the graphic novel Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel
June 17 the historical fantasy The Golem and the Jinni by Helene Wecker
From the Beatles to the Doors to the Stones
Monday, May 4, 2015, from 6 to 7:45 PM, Pat DiCesare, author of Hard Days, Hard Nights: From the Beatles to the Doors to the Stones…Insider Stories from
a Legendary Concert Promoter, will speak about his experiences. For 36 years, starting with his first show in Youngstown, Ohio with the Four Freshman, to
his big breakthrough promoting the Beatles concert in Pittsburgh in 1964, through his last major show in 1999, Pat DiCesare ruled the Pittsburgh concert
scene. Virtually every major rock and pop act of the era -- from the Rolling Stones to Led Zeppelin to Bruce Springsteen -- passed through Pittsburgh during
these years to perform in concerts produced and promoted by Pat DiCesare.
Mr. DiCesare will speak, then sell and sign copies of his book. Music Librarians from the Main Library will be on hand to display and answer questions
about CLP’s collections of Pittsburgh-specific music materials.
Wednesday, April 1 at 6:30 PM
Health Smart: Holistic Health
Do you believe there’s a purpose to life? Do you think there are connections between your body, mind and spirit? These questions and more will be
explored during Dr. Tim Fleming’s presentation. Registration required. To register, or for more information, call 412-422-9650 or visit
www.carnegielibrary.org.
Wednesdays from April 8 to May 27 11 AM to 1 PM The Delicate Art Of Paper Cutting
It’s never too late to learn something new. Get creative and use your hands with local artist Kathryn Carr’s paper cutting class. In this eight-week course,
you will learn the delicate art of paper cutting and create your own paper cut art. Classes will be held 11 AM to 1 PM on Wednesdays, starting on April 8
and running through May 27. Registration required as spaces are limited. You must attend every class. To register, or for more information, call 412422-9650 or visit www.carnegielibrary.org.
Let’s Read English
st

If English is not your native language and you like to read, join us to read one
book each month and then meet to discuss the story, improve your
vocabulary, and practice your English reading and conversational skills.

Classes will meet on the 1 Monday of each month at 6 PM.
Monday April 6 The Pleasure of My Company by Steve Martin
Monday May 4 The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
Monday June 1 To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

One Book One Community events Begun in 1998 in Seattle, Washington, the One Book concept was developed to build a sense of community
while promoting literacy. For more information, see the Allegheny County Library Association website, http://onebookonecommunity.org/2015/
Wednesday, April 6 from 6 to 7 PM
Let’s Talk Medical Ethics
Sarah Stockey, Clinical Ethics Fellow/Supervisor, Center for Healthcare Ethics, Duquesne University, and Jason Byron, Manager, Medical Ethics, UPMC
Presbyterian Shadyside, will discuss what medical ethics are and how they are taught to new doctors and carried out in a hospital setting. This program will
include conversations about how to create the most effective end-of-life directives to guard your wishes and protect your family’s rights.
Thursday, April 30 at 6:30 PM
A discussion of the 2015 One Book One Community selection
Five Days at Memorial by Sheri Fink has been chosen as 2015’s selection. This award-winning book captures the frightening events that took place at
Memorial hospital in the wake of Hurricane Katrina and the response by those trapped at Memorial with regard to patients and other hospital staff.

Volunteer Fair
Saturday, April 18 from 10 AM to 12 NOON
Stop by to meet with local organizations and find your perfect volunteer opportunity!
Wednesday, April 22 at 6:30 PM
Slim for Summer
Vanessa Alberts, certified nutritionist, Sweat & Butter Health Coaching, joins us for a workshop that busts through all the nonsense about dieting. Discover
how following "good advice" has kept you from losing weight and learn how to lose weight without counting, measuring or obsessing. Registration
required. To register, or for more information, call 412-422-9650 or visit www.carnegielibrary.org.
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 PM
Garden Without Pain
Gardening is a strenuous activity and it is very easy for people to overdo it. Common gardening tasks such as digging, planting, weeding, mulching and
raking can cause stress and strain on muscles and joints, especially for seniors or those who are normally sedentary. Come enjoy an interactive
presentation on tips to help you minimize the risk of injury! Presented by Jeffrey Rothman, DPT, OCS Centers for Rehab Services-Squirrel Hill.
st

rd

1 and 3 Tuesdays from 1-3 PM
Writing a Legacy of Life
Interested in beginning a journey of personal exploration, learning, and adventure that will result in lasting memories for your family and others? Join our
class. No previous writing experience is necessary.

There is little chance that meteorologists can solve the mysteries of weather until they gain an
understanding of the mutual attraction of rain and weekends.
Amot Sheppard
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LOCAL AUTHOR

Murder Is Much More Fun Than Love

Nancy Martin

More than thirty years ago, Nancy Martin sat down at her typewriter during maternity leave from her teaching
job, hoping she could find a career that allowed her to stay at home to raise her family. Back then, romance
novels looked fun and lucrative, so that’s what she set out to write. Whirlwind, first in a series of books
written by different authors about romance in a small town, Tyler, Texas, sold 5 and a half million copies, for
example. Two daughters and fifty books later, Nancy has been published in four genres – mystery,
suspense, historical, and romance – and her books are sold in twenty-five languages around the world.

mystery

When asked if she has Pittsburgh roots, Nancy wrote, “I live in Highland Park now, and we love it. I grew up in Jefferson
County, went to Westminster College, raised my children in Indiana, PA and came to Pittsburgh in 2001. So I've always been
a western PA girl, but just recently a Pittsburgher. (My husband is from the South Hills – does that count?) My children were
both educated here, one at Carlow for undergrad, the other at Pitt law, but only one lives here now, with her husband and
daughter. I have 3 grandkids, all of whom love to climb in my lap to read books. My older daughter is a lawyer who teaches
legal writing at a law school in Texas, so she's a writer, too.”
“I love writing mysteries,” she says. “Murder is much more fun than love. And the twisty plots make for great dinner
conversation. We’re always plotting mayhem.” In 2002, she wrote her first mystery, How to Murder a Millionaire, beginning a
series about Nora, Libby, and Emma Blackbird, three Philadelphia heiresses whose parents have run off with their trust funds,
forcing all three women to get jobs for the first time in their lives. She describes the books as “a little bit Downton Abbey, a
little Sex and the City, a little bit Murder, She Wrote.” The tenth in the series, A Little Night Murder, was published in 2014 and
will be out in paperback this summer. How to Murder a Millionaire was nominated for the Agatha Award for Best First Mystery
of 2002; in 2009, Nancy received the Romantic Times Lifetime Achievement Award for mystery writing.
Nancy has also written Our Lady of Immaculate Deception and Sticky Fingers, books set in Pittsburgh, about Roxy Abruzzo, a
tough Pittsburgh girl with big hair, a big dog, a big truck, a big heart…and a bad attitude. She’s the loud-mouthed, sexy,
independent-minded niece of a Pittsburgh Mafia boss, but she’s trying to go (mostly) straight. A Goodreads.com reviewer
praised the author’s “wicked sense of humor and devilishly clever new series premise”. Nancy says, “Here in Pittsburgh, we
work hard. We play hard. Roxy embodies that toughness and sense of fair play.” But apparently Pittsburghers are too tough
for readers who follow Main Line debutantes, so there are no plans for more Roxy novels.
In November, Macmillan will publish a standalone mystery, Miss Ruffles Inherits Everything, about a dog that inherits her
wealthy owner's estate. But she gets dognapped, and her dogsitter must rescue her. The book is set in Texas, and the main
character, Sunny McKillip, is definitely a stranger in a strange land. Nancy says, “It’s fast-paced fun. My books are meant to
be read on the beach or in the bathtub. I like to surprise and delight on every page.” And she does.
Find more info about Nancy at www.NancyMartinMysteries.com.

????

(by Margie Spenser with Nancy Martin)

.

Friends Help, and we get thank you notes, like this one:
“ Thanks to the generosity of the Squirrel Hill Friends of the Library, we celebrated Black History Month 2015 across the city with
dancing…………………………music……………………………food…………………………………and, naturally, books.

Largest Library Line Dance
African Drumming
Soul food taste-off
Children’s Book Display at
at CLP-Squirrel Hill
at CLP-Hill
CLP-East Liberty
at CLP-Homewood
With the support of the Squirrel Hill Friends of the Library, librarians in every CLP location hosted well over 100 Black History Month
Programs in February 2015. Through these programs, we strove to increase understanding of African American culture and the historical
relevance of blacks in America and especially in Pittsburgh. Our community members participated in learning opportunities ranging from
Resources for Black Business Success at the Downtown and Business Library to a moving multidisciplinary Open Mic Night for teens and
young adults at CLP-Knoxville, along with dozens of other programs including special storytimes, book group discussions, and film
screenings.
The Black History Month Committee of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh has adopted as its symbol the Sankofa bird,
which symbolizes taking from the past what is good and bringing it into the present in order to make positive progress
through the benevolent use of knowledge.
The kind support of the Squirrel Hill Friends enabled the Library to provide cultural, literary, and informational programs
that worked to move the people of Pittsburgh forward while celebrating the rich legacy of African Americans in our
community.
On behalf of the Black History Month Committee, we extend our deepest gratitude for your generous donation.”
--- LaMonica Wiggins, Business Librarian and Chair, Black History Month Committee; Holly McCullough, Assistant Director for
Programs and Partnerships; Dan Hensley, Adult Programming Coordinator; Mary Beth Parks, Coordinator of Children’s Services;
5
Kelly Rottmund, Coordinator of Teen Services
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF
PITTSBURGH – SQUIRREL HILL
5801 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217-1678
Adult Services: 412-422-9650
Children's Services: 412-422-9841
Fax: 412-422-5811
www.carnegielibrary.org/clp/sq
http://www.facebook.com/clpsquirrelhill

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Is your Friends Membership up to date?
Please check your mailing label.
If
the date is before April 2015, you need to
renew. Mail us the form below. 
NOTE: the mailing labels were printed on
March 25, so do not reflect later activity.
your donation is tax deductible as a charitable contribution

Don’t miss the Summer Reading Extravaganza
Sunday, June 7 from noon to 5
on the Main Library Lawn at 4400 Forbes Avenue
storytelling
games
crafts
singing
dancing food
AND A USED BOOK SALE

The Squirrel Hill and Oakland libraries will be closed on Sunday, April 5.
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BOOK SALE NEWS

Make checks payable to:

Friends of the Squirrel Hill Library

by Pat Bender

and mail to:

We feel so blessed to have our ongoing book sale continue to be
successful. The generous donors, the browsers, and the buyers
contribute to an atmosphere that inspires intellectual growth for all of us.
While we work on our day to day duties, we are making plans to participate in the July
sidewalk sale sponsored by the local merchants. We've already begun collecting books
for adults and children.
We also hope to have a small flea market of donated household and personal items.

IMH
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Allison Marciszyn
7716 Francis St.
Swissvale, PA 15218
SqHiFriendsLib@gmail.com

Check one box:
New Member

I know a lot of folks who sneer at Readers’ Digest magazine, dismissing it
as bourgeois, corny, dull. To me it’s a tie to my childhood, but I’ve noticed
lately that it also contains some awesome info. For how to save the life of a mother in a
poor country for 40¢, or make sure 70 school girls can attend school for a year for $50,
see “Six Ways to Save the World” in the March 2015 issue. There’s also a great article
by a mother who praises Siri (yes, the smartphone voice) and its interaction with her
autistic son. Go to carnegielibrary.org, click on TOOLS & RESEARCH at the top,
choose News & Magazines from the list, click on Zinio. Join. You can choose from
more than 300 different magazines, download current or old ones, read them on your
desktop computer or phone, and keep them forever.
Excuse me, I have to go download two magazines I saw in my doctor’s office that have
great recipes I want to try. I noted the names and dates – no more painful ethical
questions about ripping out a page while the receptionist isn’t looking!!
YO U K NO W YO U' VE RE AD A GO O D BOO K WHE N YO U TU RN T HE
HAVE LOST A FRIEND.
PAUL SWEENEY
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Renewal

Check one or two boxes:
$5.00
$10.00
$25.00

by Margie Spenser, newsletter tech staff

LAST PAGE AND FEEL A LITTLE AS IF YOU
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$50.00

$15.00
Other ____

DONOR (the first year is free, but we
gladly accept donations.)
Name:___________________________________
(Last)

(First)

Address: _________________________________
City/State: __________________Zip: __________
Phone(s): ___________________Date: _________
E-mail address: ____________________________
Please check all activities you can help with:
Stocking Book Sale Shelves
Sorting Used Books
Keeping Sale Shelves Neat
COMMENTS:

Library Advocacy
Gardening
Publicity

